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Integration of Service Learning in the Curriculum
Service-learning combines community service with learning goals to enhance the common good and student growth. As a principal and for the good of the students, the school, and the community, I have a myriad of reasons why service learning should be integrated into the educational curriculum.
First, the corporate sector is developing at a rapid pace, and theoretical knowledge gleaned from the educational curriculum is not adequate to help students in collaboration, creative thinking, and problem-solving (Wiles, 2014). Community service helps a student to acquire interpersonal skills such as communication skills and leadership abilities. These skills are crucial in assisting the students to be collaborative and solve complex problems.
Second, with the growing corporate world, there is a vast mix of culture and students from a pure educational curriculum are finding it hard to adapt in such an environment. With service-learning, students have an opportunity for inter-culture understanding that will help them to eliminate stereotypes of other cultures (Wiles, 2014). Also, service-learning will advance students' citizenship skills and social responsibility that would be hard to get them in a pure curriculum.
Third, pure curriculum without service-learning reduces chances for students' career development. When interacting with the community, the student will form therapeutic connections with community members and professionals and hence a chance of discovering new career opportunities (Wiles, 2014). For this reason, students should be allowed to have a minimum number of hours to be involved n community service. 
Finally, the school benefits from the service-learning through: first, increased student retention; second, improved community relation; lastly, enhanced commitment to the curriculum (Wiles, 2014). Therefore, if the majority of students, if not all, are to fit in the current and future job market competitively, I believe the school board should restructure the educational curriculum to incorporate service-learning as a mandatory requirement before senior students graduate. This approach will improve students' civic responsibility as well as strengthen communities.
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